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ÅColorado has 780,000 big game animals 
post-hunt
ÅLargest elk herd in the country at 278,000
ÅAmong largest deer herds in west at 

419,000 post-hunt
ωYet deer are below sum of population objective ranges 

of 500,000 to 557,000

ωIn 2016, 24 of 55 (44%) of deer herds are greater than 
10% below population objective range

ωManagement by objective



ÅHunters
ωIn 2016, CPW sold 370,000 big game licenses

ωImportant to hunters, local communities, and CPW

ÅAnnual economic contribution to Colorado 
ωHunting $919 million

ωWildlife viewers $2.3 billion

ÅDeclining elk and deer limited license quotas



ÅMoving seasonally to 
maximize forage 
availability and quality 
ÅAvoid snow in winter
ÅAdvantageous and 

necessary for Colorado 
big game
ÅLong and short-

distance migration







ÅConnect seasonal 
ranges
ÅTopography
ÅHerd history
ÅProject timing
ÅIndirect - loss of 

connectivity 
ÅLocation
ÅGPS collars







ÅResident animals




